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Three general meetings of the Society were held, at which the following 
papers were read : 

10 March Dr. E. F. Jacob, Fellow of All Souls College, 
Oxford: "Simon de Montfort". 

29 September (Annual General Meeting). The Rev. D. A. Adams: 
"The Chancel of a Church". 

24 November Dr. C. H. Thompson: "Medieval Scribes". 

Three excursions were held. The first, on 6 May, was to Market 
Harborough, where forty of our members were guests of the Market 
Harborough Arch~ological Society. The party visited the Old Town Hall, 
the Grammar School, and the Church. At tea, Mr. Percy Russell expressed 
our Society's sincere thanks to the members of the Market Harborough 
Society for their hospitality. The party then visited the Market Harborough 
Society's Room, inspected their collection of antiquities, and listened to a 
rn:ost interesting talk by Mr. Woolridge. 

On II July a party of thirty-nine members and their friends visited 
Breedon-on-the-Hill, Staunton Harold, and Ashby-de-la-Zouch. The Rev. 
C. M. K. Parsons welcomed the party to Breedon Church, and Mr. Albert 
Herbert gave one of his characteristic talks, drawing particular attention to 
the Romanesque carving and other unique features. The company then 
drove on to Staunton Harold to see, by the courtesy of Lord Ferrers, the 
beautiful seventeenth-century Church. Tea was served in the garden room 
of the Royal Hotel at Ashby. At the conclusion of a brief business meeting 
Mr. Christopher Wykes, in a felicitous speech, thanked Lord Ferrers, Mr. 
Parsons, Mr. Albert Herbert, and Mr. Anthony Herbert for their varied 
contributions to a very enjoyable outing. After tea the party went on to see 
Ashby Castle. 

The third excursion of the season was held on 14 September, when a 
party of thirty visited Stamford. They were welcomed at the Grammar 
School by the Headmaster, Mr. B. L. Deed, who showed them the School 
Chapel, which includes all that remains of the ancient Church of St. Paul, 
and the Brasenose Gateway. They then saw St. George's Church, under 
the guidance of the Rev. J. P. Hoskins; and at the Town Hall (by the 
courtesy of the Mayor, Councillor G. C. Swanson) they inspected the very 
fine town regalia. After tea, which was served at the George Hotel, Mr. 
Percy Russell expressed, with delightful humour, the company's thanks to 
the organisers of the excursion and particularly to the Rev. J. P. Hoskins, 
whose deep knowledge of Stamford made him such an admirable guide. 
The party then visited the hall and chapel of Brown's Hospital. 

The year 1950 was unfortunately notable for the resignation of three 
of the Society's most important officers. Early in the year Capt. L. H. 
Irvine left Leicester for Oxford and consequently resigned the post of Hon. 
Librarian. This was indeed a heavy blow to the Society. He had been 
Librarian since 1936. In that office he had devoted a great deal of time 
and thought to the arrangement and classification of the books, of which he 
prepared an excellent catalogue. But he was more than the S?Ciety's 
Librarian. For some time past he had handled all matters concermng the 
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back numbers of Transactions, and by his assiduous work he brought in a 
notable revenue to the Society from their sale. He was also-and happily he 
still remains-the Society's indexer. He supplied each volume of Trans
actions, as it appeared, with an admirable and thorough index, and he has 
now put the Society much further in his debt by preparing a consolidated 
index to the first twenty volumes of Transactions, covering the years 1855-
1939. Such a key has long been wanted, for many of the volumes have 
only the sketchiest indexes, or none at all. Capt. Irvine's index is now 
being printed and will be published in the course of 1951. 

At the meeting on IO March Sir Robert Martin and Major Guy Paget 
spoke warmly of the value of Capt. Irvine's work, and he was unanimously 
elected a Vice-President of the Society. Miss R. Bennett, the Librarian of 
University College, Leicester, was appointed Hon. Librarian in Capt. 
Irvine's place. 

Shortly afterwards the Society suffered another severe loss, in the 
resignation of the Joint Hon. Secretaries, Mr. S. H. Skillington and Lt.-Col. 
J. F. A. Pitcairn. Mr. Skillington's health had been poor for some time 
past, and he now felt that he was unable to continue in office. Since then 
we deeply regret to have to record his death, on 26 January 1951. This is 
not the place for a full account of the work he did for the Society, which he 
had served as Secretary for seventeen years : it will be described in the 
1951 volume of Transactions. Here it can only be briefly recorded that the 
Society has lost a devoted and invaluable friend. 

Col. Pitcairn had been a Joint Hon. Secretary since 1948. The Society 
has reason to be grateful to him for undertaking the office at a time when 
he was very heavily pressed with military business, and it regrets that the 
further increase of that work has now made it necessary for him to resign 
the post. 

A vote of thanks to Mr. Skillington and Col. Pitcairn was passed at the 
Annual General Meeting on 29 September. In their place the Rev. D. A. 
Adams was elected Hon. Secretary, and Mrs. Skillington Executive Secretary 
of the Excursions Committee. 

Four new members were appointed to the General Committee of the 
Society: Mrs. H. P. Atkins, Mr. David T.-D. Clarke, Mrs. E. M; Dickson, 
and Mrs. C. A. B. Elliott. Twenty-one members were elected to the Society 
this year : fourteen were removed by death or resignation. 
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THE LEICESTERSHIRE ARCHlEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT for the Year ended 31 December 1950 

To Subscriptions: 
Canterbury and York Society 
English Place Name Society ... 
British Record Society 
Society for the Protection of Ancient 

Buildings 
Council for the Preservation of 

Rural England 
Lincoln Record Society 

Printing and Issuing of Transactions for 

£ $. d. 

I 10 0 
0 15 0 

I II 6 

I I 0 

i I 0 

I I 0 

the year 1950 (Vol. XXVI) ... 452 16 5 
Less Grants from Ministry of Works 

and Council of British Archreology 200 o o 

Printing and Stationery . .. 
Rent 
Postages and Sundry Expenses 
Fire Insurance 
Lecturers' Fees and Expenses 
Bank Charges 
Library Additions, Binding and Honorarium 

£ s. d. 

6 19 6 

252 16 5 
27 18 9 
12 7 0 

II 17 5 
2 10 0 

4 9 6 

9 3 9 
43 14 8 

£371 17 0 

By Subscriptions 
Special Donation 
Interest on £rn1 5s. 4d. Leicester 

3 per cent. Stock less tax .. . 
Interest on £150 3½ per cent. Conversion 

Stock 1961 less tax .. . 

Income Tax reclaimed 1948 / 49 
Income Tax reclaimed on Covenanted 

Subscriptions 

Sale of Transactions 
Sale of Surplus Library Books 
Sales of Studies in Leicestershire 

Agrarian History 
Less Additional Expenses .. . 

Sales of The Abbey of St. Mary of 
the Meadows, Leicester 
Less Additional Expenses 

Excess of Expenditure over Income 
for the year 

£ s. d. 

I 13 4 

2 17 IO 

3 14 6 

64 IO 4 

7 19 9 
2 15 0 

9 18 9 
2 15 0 

£ s. d . 

278 15 6 

3 3 0 

4 II 2 

68 4 IO 

3 12 I 

I 0 0 

5 4 9 

7 3 9 

0 2 5 

£371 17 0 
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THE LEICESTERSHIRE ARCH.JEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
FUNDS ACCOUNT-31 December 1950 

Excursion Secretary's Account 
Balance due to Bank 
Albert Herbert, Esq., F.S,A. 

Loan free of Interest ... 

C. L. Wykes, F.C.A., 
Honorary Treasurer. 

£ s. d. 
10 4 7 

131 II 7 

200 0 0 

£341 16 2 

TRUSTEES OF THE LEICESTERSHIRE ARCH£0LOGICAL 
SOCIETY 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Robert Martin, C.M.G., D.L. 
Albert Herbert, Esq., F.S.A. S. H. Skillington, Esq., F.S.A. 

£101 5s. 4d. Leicester Corporation 3 per cent. 
Mortgage (Value £101) . 

£150 3½ per cent. Conversion Stock 1961 
(Value £144) .. 

Cash at Bank-Excursion_ Account 
Cash in hand 

General Reserve Fund: 
Balance brought forward from 1949 

Less Printing and issuing of 
Transactions for the year 
1949 (Vol. XXV) ... 

Deficit 

Add Loss on sale of £ s. d. 
£700 3½ per cent 
War Loan 103 8 3 

Excess of 
Expenditure 
over Income 
for 1950 o 2 5 

Deficit carried forward to 1951 

£ s. d. 
286 0 3 

286 II I 

0 10 10 

103 10 8 

£ s. d. 

IOI 5 4 

121 4 9 
10 4 7 
5 0 0 

104 l 6 

£341 16 2 

I have examined the Funds Account dated 31 December _1950 
and the Income and Expenditure Account for the year ended 31 
December 1950 and certify such Accounts to be in accordance with the 
Books and Vouchers of the Society. I have satisfied myself that the 
Scrip of the above Investments is in the possession of the Bank. 

(Signed) Percy Russell, F.C.A., F.S.A., Honorary Auditor. 
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THE LEICESTERSHIRE ARCHJEOLOGICAL RESEARCH FUND 
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT for the Year ended 31 December 1950 

To Second Annual Contribution to Victoria History of 
the County of Leicester 

Balance of Contribution towards Aerial Survey 
of the County 

NOTE.-The Trustees are committed to 
the payment of £100 per annum for a 
total of five years towards the cost of 
the Victoria History of the County of 
Leicester. 

£ s. d. 

100 0 0 

10 2 9 

£no 2 9 

By Interest on £1,750 3½ per cent. War Loan Gross 
Interest on £175 3 per cent. Defence Bonds Gross 
Interest on £150 2½ per cent. Defence Bonds Gross 
Excess of Expenditure over Income for the year 

£ s. d. 
61 5 0 

5 5 0 

3 15 0 

39 17 9 

£no 2 9 

FUNDS ACCOUNT-31 December 1950 
To Capital Account: 

Balance brought forward 
Less Transfer to Income 

Account 
Income Account: 

Surplus Income of past years 
transferred from Capital 
Account 
Less Excess of 

Expenditure over Income 
for the year 

Balance due ·. to Bank 

£ s. d. 
2,094 II 8 

1,029 12 4 

I,029 I2 4 

39 17 9 

£ s. d. 

1,064 I9 4 

989 14 7 
87 I4 6 

£2,142 8 5 

TRUSTEES OF THE LEICESTERSHIRE ARCHlEOLOGICAL 
RESEARCH FUND 

C. D . B. Ellis, Esq., M.C., M.A. 
Anthony Herbert, Esq. 
Capt. L. H. Irvine, M.B.E., M.A. 

A. H. Leavesley, Esq. 
C. L. Wykes, Esq. 
H. 0. Wilshere, Esq. 

£ s. d. £ s. d. 
By Investment on Capital Account: 

£1,029 4s. 8d. 3½ per cent War Loan 
(Value £969) I,064 I9 4 

Investments on Income Account: 
£720 15s. 4d. 3½ per cent. War Loan 

(Value £679) 752 9 I 
£175 3 per cent. Defence Bonds 

(Value £175) 175 0 0 
£150 2½ per cent. Defence Bonds 

(Value £150) 150 0 0 
1,077 9 l 

£2,142 8 5 

I have examined the Funds Account dated 31 December 1950 
and the Income and Expenditure Account for the year ended 31 
December 1950 and certify such Accounts to be in accordance with the 
Books and Vouchers of the Trustees of the Research Fund. I have 
satisfied myself that the Scrip of the above Investments is in the 
possession of the Bank. 

(Signed) Percy Russell, F .C.A., F.S.A., Honorary Auditor. 



RULES 
as amended on 4 July 1951 

1.-The Society shall be called "THE LEICESTERSHIRE ARCH&OLOGICAL 
SOCIETY". 

2.-The objects of the Society shall be to promote the study of the history, 
archreology, antiquities, and architecture of the county; and to furnish suggestions 
for the preservation of all ancient remains considered by the Committee to be of 
value and importance. 

3.-The Society shall be composed of a President, Vice-Presidents, Secre
taries, Librarian, Editor, Treasurer, Auditor, and Honorary and Ordinary 
Members. 

4.-The President and Vice-Presidents shall be elected at an Annual General 
Meeting of the Society. 

5.-The Members of the Society shall be entitled to propose new Members, 
either by letter or personally, to be elected at the Meetings of the Committee or 
at an Ordinary Meeting of the Society. The President and Vice-Presidents and the 
Honorary Members (who shall be persons who have rendered signal service to 
the Society, or are specially learned in the subjects the study of which it is 
formed to encourage) shall be nominated by the Committee at one of their 
Meetings, and proposed for election only at the Annual General Meeting of the 
Members. 

6.-Each Member shall pay an annual subscription of Twenty-Five Shillings, 
to be due in advance on 1 January every year. Members elected before 25 
May 1951 may continue to pay a subscription of One Pound if they wish to do 
so. Each Member shall receive a copy of the annual volume of the Society's 
Transactions and shall be entitled to use the Library on terms to be laid down 
from time to time by the Committee. 

7.-No Member whose subscription is more than two months overdue shall 
be entitled to vote until his subscription has been paid. Any Member wishing to 
resign must give one month's notice of his intention, and this notice should be 
sent to one of the Society's Secretaries before the end of November: otherwise he 
(or she) shall be liable to pay the subscription for the succeeding year. If any 
subscribing Member is found to be more than two years in arrear his name shall, 
after due warning, be removed from the list of Members of the Society. 

8.-Persons who belong to a Member's household or who are members of 
an Associated Society (see Rule 10 below) shall be eligible for election as 
Associate Members. An Associate Member shall pay an annual subscription of 
Ten Shillings, unless he is a full-time student, in which case his subscription shall 
be Five Shillings. Associate Members shall not be entitled to receive free copies 
of the Transactions. They may attend all Meetings and Excursions of the Society, 
and they may consult, but not borrow books from, the Society's Library. 

9.-The Committee shall have power, at their discretion, to .extend Associate 
Membership to other persons, provided that they are attending an educational 
institution as full-time students. 

10.-Any society formed for the prosecution of historical or archreological 
research, and any educational institution, may, at the discretion of the Committee, 
be appointed an Associated Society or Institution. Such societies and institutions 
shall: 

(a) pay an annual subscription of Two Pounds; 
(b) be entitled to receive one copy of each volume of the Transactions, as 

it is issued; 
(c) be entitled to four passes to each lecture for their Members; 
(d) be entitled to propose their Members as Ordinary or Associate Members. 
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Members of an Associated Society or Institution shall be entitled to take 
part in all Excursions on the same terms as Ordinary Members of the Leicester
shire Archreological Society, provided that in any case where the Excursions 
Secretary decides that the total number for any particular Excursion must be 
limited, priority may be given to full Members of the Society up to seven days 
before the closing date. Such Associated Societies shall be asked to offer to the 
Library of the Leicestershire Archreological Society a copy of any publication 
issued by them on the same terms as those on which it is offered to their own 
Members. 

11.-The Society and its Associated Societies shall arrange joint Excursions 
and Lectures from time to time. 

12.-The affairs of the Society shall be conducted by a Committee com
posed of the Secretaries, Librarian, Editor, Treasurer, and Twenty Members, all 
of whom shall be elected annually; five Members of the Committee to form a 
quorum. 

13.-The Meetings of the Society shall normally be held in each alternate 
month; one of such Meetings to be the Annual General Meeting, at which the 
Annual Report and Statement of Accounts shall be presented and the Officers and 
Committee for the year shall be elected, and such new Rules or alterations in the 
Rules proposed and made as may be thought necessary; provided always that 
due notice of such new Rules or alterations in Rules be given by circular to 
each Member of the Society at least seven days before the Annual Meeting. 

14.-The Committee shall have power to fill up vacancies in their number, 
and also vacancies in the Offices of the Society. ' 

15.-The Committee shall elect each year a Chairman and shall have power 
to appoint such Sub-Committees as appear to it to be advisable. 

16.-The Members of the Committee residing in any neighbourhood may 
associate any Members of the Society with themselves, and form Committees for 
Local Purposes in communication with the Central Committee. 

17 .-The Meetings of the Society shall be held at such times and places as 
shall be appointed by the Committee. 

18.-The Committee shall meet at the times and places that they may them
selves appoint. 

19.-The Secretaries shall be required, on the requisition of five Members 
of the Committee, to call a Special Meeting of the Society. 

20.-Donations of architectural, historical, and antiquarian books, plans, etc., 
may be received. The Committee shall be empowered to make purchases and 
to procure casts and drawings, which shall be under the charge of the Secretaries. 

21.-The Society shall publish every year, for circulation among its Members, 
a volume of Transactions, which shall contain papers connected with the objects 
of the Society. The Society may also undertake the publication of other works, 
on the recommendation of the Committee. The Editor shall be responsible for 
the . publication of the Transactions, and of such other works as the Society may 
issue, subject to the approval of the Committee. 

22.-The Committee shall have power at any of its Meetings to make grants 
to further the objects of the Society, provided that if the sum proposed for any 
such grant shall exceed Five Pounds, notice of the proposal shall be given in the 
circular or advertisement calling the Meeting. 

23.-The Committee's decisions on the interpretation of these Rules shall 
be final and binding on all the Members of the Society. 



EDITOR'S NOTE 

Readers of these Transactions will notice that this volume differs 
widely in appearance from its predecessors. Cover, paper, lay-out, type, 
are all changed; and Volume XXVII looks as if it is half the size of Volume 
XXVI. These alterations have been authorised by the Committee of the 
Society after careful discussion. A brief statement of the reasons for them 
seems to be required. 

The format of our Transactions has been substantially modified only 
once before. From 1855 to 1920 (Volumes I-XI) it remained almost 
exactly the same. Then in 1921, when Mr. George Farnham took over the 
main responsibility for editing them and Messrs. W. Thornley & Son became 
our printers, certain large changes were introduced. The buff cover was 
replaced by a white one; a new type-face was chosen; the lay-out of the 
page was made more dignified, and the quality of the · paper on which the 
illustrations were reproduced was improved. These changes were accom
panied by others in the character of the material that was printed. It is 
no reflection on the earlier volumes of our Transactions, which contained 
many valuable papers, to say that the greatest contribution of the Societ)'. 
to the writing of E9glish history has been made in Volume XII and its 
successors. 

Since 1921 the only important changes that have taken place have been 
the adjustments in lay-out required during the period of paper-rationing 
in the second World War. When they were no longer necessary, our 
Transactions reverted to a design closely similar to that adopted by Mr. 
Farnham. 

For some time past the Committee has been worried by the very serious 
rise in the cost of producing these volumes. In the years 1948-1950, 
indeed, the Society's Transactions alone cost more than its annual income 
from subscriptions. Our last volume was the most expensive we have ever 
issued. It cost some £450, and though this was offset by generous grants 
in aid of the publication of Miss Kenyon's paper from the Ministry of 
Works and the Council for British Archa;ology, the Society cannot, and 
would not wish to, rely on such assistance as a regular practice. 

The main reasons for this rise in costs are clear and easily understood. 
Wages throughout the printing industry are now twice as much as they were 
in 1939. The cost of every single ingredient used in these volumes_:_from 
printer's ink to the twine used in their binding-has risen at about the same 
rate, or more sharply still. The price of paper is now twice what it was .· 
in 1949, and an authoritative article in The Times Literary Supplement has 
recently warned us that "it is to be doubted whether the · prices of printing 
papers are ever likely to be substantially reduced". 

Faced with these problems, the Committee and the Editor had to decide 
whether to cut down very drastically the amount of material printed in our 
Transactions or to try and overcome them mainly by economy in production. 
We decided unhesitatingly on the second course; and the new format of this 
volume is the result of that decision. The Plantin type we are now using 
is notably economical of space: the matter contained in four pages of the 
old Transactions can be comfortably accommodated in three pages of the 
new, without serious encroachment on the margins. Hence it is that, in 
spite of appearances to the contrary, the number of words printed in this 
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volume is more than three-quarters of that contained in its predecessor, 
It may be mentioned that the new type-face was chosen from four specimens, 
which were submitted to us by Mr. Thornley, our printer : the Society has 
special reason ·to be grateful to him personally for the kind care he has taken 
to furnish all the technical advice it has needed on this question. The paper 
on which the text is printed is somewhat lighter than that used in previous 
volumes, though we hope it will prove little less durable. The heavy art
paper, which is essential for the satisfactory reproduction of the half-tone 
illustrations, remains the same. 

We hope that, though these changes have been effected primarily with 
an eye to economy, the members of the Society may feel that some of them, 
at any rate, are changes for the better, from a purely resthetic point of view. 
We shall be satisfied if the format now adopted can, in its turn, serve the 
Society for a generation to come. 

J. s. 

2 September r95r 


